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Centipede grass is slow growing, perennial, highly aggressive grass that is well adapted to the sandy, acidic soils 
of lower fertility. Centipede grass spreads by stolons and has a coarse texture with short upright stems that grow 
to about 3 to 5 inches and requires low maintenance.  It grows well in full sun and is more shade tolerant than 
Bermuda and usually less shade tolerant than zoysia and St. Augustine.  It has leaves wider than most 
bermudagrasses and zoysiagrasses, but narrower than St. Augustinegrass. It will survive mild temperatures, as 
long as there aren’t very many hard freezes, because it doesn’t go into a true dormancy.  It will turn brown in light 
freezes; however will green up again once temperatures rise.  The best time to plant seed is from March through 
July.   
  
Centipede grass was introduced by seed from China in 1919. It is medium in texture with a pale to medium green 
color. In spite of its aggressiveness, Centipede grass is easily controlled and usually requires edging only once a 
year around walks and flowerbeds. Although Centipede grass seed usually produces a good turf at low fertility 
and with little management, it responds nicely to good care.  Centipede is more suited to acid soils (pH 5.0 to 6.0) 
than most turfgrasses. However, recent research suggests that centipede grass actually grows better when the 
soil pH is 6.0 to 6.5. High rates of fertilizer (especially nitrogen) produce an unnatural dark green color and often 
result in iron chlorosis, reduced cold and drought tolerance, thatch accumulation and turf loss. 
 

Seeding Rate: 14 to 44 Lbs/ Ac  
Height Range (inches):  3 to 5 
Seeds Per Pound: 568,480 
 

Taxonomy 
Species: Ermochloa ophiuroides 
Genus: Ermocholoa Buse 
Family: Poaceae 
Order: Cyperales 
Subclass: Commelinidae 
Class: Liliopsida 
Division: Magnoliophyta 
Subkingdom: Tracheobionta 
Kingdom: Plantae 
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